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gotten," replied the King, "and what my gratitude will not and cannot forget I am surprised that you, madam, should take pleasure in forgetting."
" She has taken care of my children since the cradle, I admit it with pleasure," said I to His Majesty, without changing my tone; " you have given her a Marquisata for recompense, and a superb hotel completely furnished at Versailles. I do not see that she has any cause for complaint, nor that after such bounty there is more to add."
" Of eight children that you have brought into the world, madam, she has reared and attended perfectly to six," replied the King. "The estate of Maintenon has, at the most, recompensed the education of the Comtes de Vexin, whose childhood was so onerous. And for the remainder of my little family, what have I yet done that deserves mention?"
" Give her a second estate and money," I cried, quite out of patience, " since it is money which pays all services of that nature; but what need have you to raise her to great office, and keep her at Court ? She dotes, she says, on her old chateau of Maintenon; do not deprive her of this
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